
The Shock 
Tower*
WE PUT THE FUN 

IN FUNDAMENTALISM 
The editorial staff here at the Tem-

ple of Triumph, formerly known 
as Snicc Braappp Towers, is indeed 
blessed to present you, our beloved 
gentle readers, with the new, and, we 
devoutly trust, improved Triumph 
Sportscar Newsletter of Northern Illi-
nois. Henceforth, this publication will 
be known as THE SHOCK TOWER
and our organization referred to as THE 
WINDY CITY TRIUMPH UNION or WINDY CITY TRIUMPH UNION or WINDY CITY TRIUMPH UNION
the WCTU. This alteration is in keep-WCTU. This alteration is in keep-WCTU
ing with our new guiding principle of 
demonstrating to the world that we are 
a brotherhood joined together in our 
shared commitment to Triumphs and
wholesome family values. As such, it is 
altogether fi tting and proper that our or-
ganization  publish a newsletter that ap-
propriately demonstrates our increased 
emphasis on fundamental, evangelical 
values, and henceforth, we shall! 
 From this date onward, we 
shall no longer include any objection-
able material that could be found re-
pugnant by any of our reading public. 
No articles on “Clear Hooters” or “Lay-
shafts” shall denigrate the pages of this 
bulletin. Don’t look for this dispatch to 
feature parts named “Lucas”, or other 
such satanic references for that mat-
ter. We shall never again write about 
screws, nuts, rods, bushes, strokes, 
thrust washers, heads, dipsticks, hos-
es, grease nipples, ball joints, shafts, 
knobs, ball bearings, rear ends, split 
pins, or diaphragms. There will be no 

mention of mating surfaces or lubri-
cants, nor should you ever expect fi nd 
descriptions of the indecent Type “A” 
overdrive maker [whose name is just 
too smutty to mention here], that might 
contaminate the minds of our suscep-
tible youth. We feel it is time to take 
a stand on decorum as we perceive it, 
and we shall no longer publish text or 
graphics that we might deem inappro-
priate for our audience. We know that 
all good virtuous, upright, god-fearing 
members of our association will wel-
come this new editorial point of view.
 In keeping with our new course 
of action, we have also changed our 
gathering times so as not to confl ict 
with the 4th Commandment. Hereafter, 
we shall hold our monthly meetings at 
the Christian Science Reading Room 
in Evanston, where we will not have 
to endure the temptations and degrada-
tions of demon rum so frequently found 
at our former meetinghouse. We will no 
longer permit bakery goods to be eat-
en on the premises because they have 
yeast, and one little bite turns a man 
to beast. Obviously, tobacco products 
will not permitted in our assemblies, 
nor shall we tolerate blasphemy at our 
gatherings. Forthwith, any member 
guilty of blasphemy, even when work-
ing on a Triumph or experiencing one 
of the many “tests” which make us the 
chosen ones of British sportscar own-
ers, will be expected to confess in pub-
lic and wear the Scarlet “B” upon his 

WCTU jacket, 
(pictured at left) 
thus proclaiming 
his failing.
 We will also be 
increasing dues 
to a fl at 10% of 
each family in-
come to meet the 

ever-increasing cost of spreading the 
word to infi dels, particularly those who 
drive cars fl ying the octagonal banner 
of the Morris Garage or the unholy, 
and we suspect unnatural, alliance of 
Messrs Heally and Austin. We are con-
fi dent in our hearts that this is the right 
and true path for our association and 
we see no need to tolerate any dissent 
or questioning of this new philosophy. 
Heretics challenging our position will 
be summarily banished from the orga-
nization to suffer the eternal fl ames of 
the everlasting lake of fi re and brim-
stone.
 New club jackets now avail-
able (photo above); see club treasurer, 
Brother Dennis Trowbridge to order 
yours. Cash in advance please!

*The April issue of the ISOA newsletter traditionally contains an at-
tempt at humor. Do not take seriously or literally any of the content 
contained on pp 1-12. – It’s a JOKE! The regular stuff is on pp 13-28 
Don’t tell anybody.

IN THIS ISSUE:
VTR Changed from Clocktower  

to House on the Rock 
Girlie Car Update 

Sir Bentley
2006 Triumph Preview 
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CHANGE IN  CONVENTION VENUE!
After weeks of sober deliberation and soul-searching, the 

elders of  WCTU, led primarily by Brother Earl Wright, 
newly installed club Vicar, have decided to relocate the 2005 
Vintage Triumph Register Convention from the Clock Tower 
Convention Center in Rockford to the more bucolic setting 

of Spring Green, Wisconsin. The judgment to change venues 
was reached primarily due to avoid the excessive tempta-
tions readily available in Rockford, long known to be a veri-
table den of iniquity. Besides, Spring Green is home to the 
famed “House on the Rock” which will be used as our host 
site for all of our activities, including daily devotions and 
Vespers.”This location will not alter the terms of the friendly 
wager of $10,000.00 between my self and Kent Howard,” 
added Brother Jack “Spuds” Billimack. “We always place a 
small side bet on which club, Illinois or Wisconsin, is bet-
ter represented at the convention. Even though our new club 
policy frowns on gambling, as long as I donate a goodly por-
tion of the winnings to the club coffers, Brother Trowbridge 
assures me that the wager will be forgiven.” said Brother 
Spuds.

Preregistrations also indicate that the number of Triumphs 
in attendance would be too huge for the Rockford hotel 

to accommodate. This is primarily due to the huge infl ux of 
TR3s that will be there. Preliminary estimates indicate that 
at least one thousand TR3s will be driving in to participate in 
the event. “When we added up all of the 10/20’s, Super Sev-

ens, Glorias, Dolomites, Mayfl owers, Acclaims, and other 
lesser known mod-
els, plus both of the 
Stags allegedly run-
ning, it was just too 
much for the Clock 
Tower” said Brother 
Wright.

In addition to the 
logistics problems 

in Rockford, we 
think the spiritual 
atmosphere of the 
House on the Rock 
is much appropri-
ate for our group.” 
added the venerable 
Brother Wright, who 
will also serve as the 
chief concours judge 
at the event. “We wanted a venue that would provide the op-
portunity for refl ection and meditation that only the House 
on the Rock can offer. In place of the autocross, welcome 
reception, auction, workshops, etc, we can offer a place for 
unlimited self-fl agellation.

“The only other change we had to make,” said Sister 
Ann, the Hammer, Buja “was to decide on the banquet 

menu. We will offer a choice of whole wheat, oat, or barely 
gruel,” she said. “Besides that, everything else is proceed-
ing according to plan. Sir Bentley Haynes, famous Triumph 
authority and raconteur will be speaking at the banquet. We 
are going to provide plenty 
of candles so that during 
the evening sessions, all of 
the attendees will be able to 
study their Bentley manuals 
after dark. We will also hear 
from our own WCTU choir, 
which, according to Brother 
St. Kayson, has been hard at 
work on some special chants 
just for the convention. I 
know I speak for everyone 
in the WCTU, when I say 
that a spiritually triumphant 
time will be had by all.”

PPictured: above left: TR3 and Stag en route to House on the Rock; below ictured: above left: TR3 and Stag en route to House on the Rock; below ictured: above left: TR3 and Stag en route to House on the Rock; below 
left: Brothers Lobdell, Streepy & Capper at the Gate of House on the 
Rock;Rock;; above right: The House on the Rock; below right:,Brothers Kay-
sson, Konopka, Cponnover,Aldridge and Swanson, The WCTU Choir
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NEW TRIUMPH PROTOTYPE 
UNVELIED

Succombing to years of intense pressure from the 
millions of loyal and dedicated Triumph afi cio-

nados, Bavarian Motor Werks, which has the licens-
ing rights to the Triumph Marque, has announced 
that it will begin marketing the once proud name-
plate this summer. The company has announced that 
it has begun production on a new Triumph sportscar 
that incorporates the classic lines of the original TR 
that Americans fell in love with to the avante garde 
styling of the latter-day Triumphs which sold so well 
in the ‘70’s, (AKA The Shape of Things to Come)
 “Ve zaw how mush de Yankees luff de PT 
Cwuzer und ve dezide to gif dem de zame schtyling 
in a schportskar, ya” said Klaus-Dieter Fahrfügnüt-
en, famed BMW chief styling engineer. “Ve vill haf 
dis car afailable in de U.S. in time für de Vee Tee Ahr 
confenchun at de Haus on der Rock. It vill haf un vee 
acht enchin mit fuel inchekshun. Alzo, it vill haf fi er 
veel disc bwakes und a sieben speed transmeeshon 
mit überdrife.”
 The company spokesman declined to elabo-
rate on fi nal pricing, but an unnamed source implied 
that the new Triumph will sticker just under $60,000, 
with a long list of extra cost options that will bring 
the “out the door” outlay closer to $80,000. BMW 
sources, however, hinted that the company will giv-
ing a “Loyal Customer” discount to VTR members 
who trade their used Triumphs in on the new 2006 
model. Deposits are being taken at BMW dealerships 
or at any local VTR chapter. WCTU Club treasurer 
Trowbridge has requested all deposits be in cash.

 AMPHICAR REDUX TEST DRIVE AMPHICAR REDUX TEST DRIVE

British Leyland engineers, in conjunction with BMW, 
recently completed their initial round of testing on 

their newest gas/electric hybrid version of the famed 
Triumph powered Amphicar Sport Utility Vehicle. The 
new version, code named “Pacer”, designed by former 
GM chief Early Harl, uses the celebrated high-powered 
Herald in line Z-Tech four cylinder base engine, which 
proved to be virtually bulletproof during the Amphicar’s 
halcyon days, mated to 220V GE hydro-electric motor. 
The engineers upgraded the powerplant by adding a 
propane activated turbo charger and sequential port in-
jection. The new motor will be mated to “sportstick’ six 
speed gearbox to give the latest addition to the Triumph 
family a land speed of nearly six knots per hour.

 “We have a few minor things to iron out,” said 
chief engineer Erik Eisenman. “The weight of 60 12V 
batteries has caused some fl oatation problems and we 
need more dessicant in the side impact air bags before 
we take it to the House on the Rock. I do think that 
the propane fuel cell and “Jiffy Pop” propeller design 
shows great promise, but we have a few “kinks” to work 
out before we begin full-scale production. I really think 
there’s a huge untapped market for an amphibious Sport 
Ute, especially now that the Aztec has ceased produc-
tion.”
 After additional fi eld-testing is completed, the 
company is expected to employ three shifts by midyear 
to meet the anticipated demand for the distinctive ve-
hicle. Market research by the parent company, Bavarian 
Motor Werks, indicates that there is a forty year pent up 
demand for this type of product, and we certainly think 
they have come up with their most successful design 
since the ZX drophead coupe with the new Amphicar.

2006 Triumph Test Report
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WCTU AFFIRMATIVE ACTION VEHICLE

PROJECT COMPLETED!

After years of virtual non-stop labor by the ladies of the 
WCTU, the famous “Girlie Car,” [now more appropri-

ately referred to as the Affi rmative Action Vehicle] resurrec-
tion project has been accomplished just in time for the 2005 
VTR Convention at the House on the Rock. The ladies are to 
be applauded for the labors.

“We all renewed our vows of abstinence in order to 
gain the inner strength essential to complete the 

restoration” said project manager Sister Sheri “Big Mama” 
Pyle. “We couldn’t have done it without Sisters Jacqueline 
Billimack and Geraldine Hurst [shown above] who provided 
the might while Sister Valerie [shown above right struggling 
to break loose the ball joints] added technical profi ciency. 

Sisters Marilyn and Sheila also helped us fi nish on time and 
under budget. Finally, I can’t thank Sisters Gloria, Sandy 
and Barb  enough for their assistance in the restoration proj-
ect. Without their help, we would never have achieved our 
goal. Dealing with the mice in the wiring was most vexing, 
but after we received advice and consoul from Brother Fox, 
everything proceeded divinely. We also relied on Brother 
Holekamp’s expertise to get our horns working. Who would 
have thought that he would know so much about our hoot-
ers? 

“We learned so much and had such an uplifting experi-
ence, that we can’t wait to begin our next undertak-

ing. We have acquired a Stag from Brother Burnout which 
we hope to modify for high performance autocross competi-
tion. Sisters Hurst and Pawlak will serve as co-drivers. Now 
that we have fi gured out to operate the DA without damag-
ing our nails, there’s no stopping us. Hear us Roar!!!”

Girlie Car Update

PicturedPicturedPictured Left [above] Sisters Left [above] Sisters 
Cappetto, Pawlak, and Pyle be-
fore test driving Affi rmative Ac-fore test driving Affi rmative Ac-fore test driving Affi rmative Ac-
tion Car. Left [below] Sisters  
after driving Affi rmative Action 
Car; Top Center: Preparing for 
autocross. Top Right; Indiana 
contingent Sisters Mantel, Mu-
noz and friends; Bottom Right 
Brother Burnout presenting title Brother Burnout presenting title Brother Burnout presenting title 
to next affi rmative action project 
car to Sister Pyle

Pictured Left: Sisters Pictured Left: Sisters 
Geraldine Hurst and 
Jacqueline Billimack  Jacqueline Billimack  
Right: Right: Sister StabenowSister StabenowSister
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CULTURE CORNER
by the Manteneo Brothers, 
newsletter editors emeritus

After an absence of several years, Jake 
I and are thrilled to be back from 

our self-imposed exile. We are greatful to 
Brother Streepy for a chance to write for 
THE SHOCK TOWER, especially now that it 
refl ects the type of decency and purity, not 
to mention the sophistication, that we felt 
was a refl ection of our tenure at the editor’s 
desk. We want to restore the decorum 
that was associated with THE SOCIETY OF 
HISTORIC ILLINOIS TRIUMPHS that we were so HISTORIC ILLINOIS TRIUMPHS that we were so HISTORIC ILLINOIS TRIUMPHS

proud of. We are especially pleased to be 
working once again with Brother Wright, 
with whom we have always enjoyed such 
an excellent rapport

 Our new 
monthly column will 
review books, fi lms, 
and recordings that 
we think will be a 
welcome addition to 
any Triumph owner’s 
collection
.  Let us begin 

with the popular Haynes Service Manual, 
long known for its thorough treatment of 
technical aspects of Triumph Maintenance 
This most recent volume, which we have 
not actually read, must be a translation of 
a German TR6 book, hence the title. If its 
anything like the other Haynes manuals, 
we’ll assume its good and you should 
probably read it.

 W e 
r e c e n t l y 
saw this 
m o v i e 
m a r q u e e 
a n d 
a s s u m e d 

that the fi lm probably deals with racing 
carburetors. We’re not sure if they are 
Webers, SUs or Strombergs, but as soon 
as we get a chance, we’ll watch the fl ick 
and tell you more about the “techniques” 
it demonstrates. If any of you readers get a 
chance to see it before we do, please let us 
know how it comes out.
 Finally, we saw brothers Kayson, 
Konopka, and Conover recently reheasring 
for their upcoming choral performance 
at the House on the Rock and wanted to 

include a photo of them without their 
theatrical makeup.

 We look forward to once again 
being your moral guardians and providing 
you with the kind of quality journalism you 
came to expect from us when we previously 
were permitted to edit your newsletter. 
With us in charge you can expect good and 
decency to Triumph over fi lth and evil.

Jake & Elwood 
Manteno

SUBJECT: BASIC ELECTRICAL THEORY (BRITISH VERSION)

“A TREATISE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SMOKE” by  
“The Prophet” Joseph Lucas

All electrical components and wiring harnesses depend on prop-
er circuit functioning, which is the transmission of charged 

ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known as 
“smoke”.Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits work. 
Don’t be fooled by scientists and engineers talking about excited 
electrons and the like. Smoke is the key to all things electrical.

We know this to be true because every time one lets the smoke 
out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be 

verifi ed repeatedly through empirical testing. For example, if one 
places a large copper bar across the terminals of a battery, pro-
digious quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly 
ceases to function. In addition, if one observes smoke escaping 
from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage regulator, it 
will also be observed that the component no longer functions.

The logic is elementary and inescapable! The function of the 
wiring harness is to conduct the smoke from one device to 

another. When the wiring harness springs a leak and lets all the 
smoke out of the system, nothing works right afterward.

Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motor-
cycles for some time largely because they regularly released 

large quantities of smoke from the electrical system. It has been 
reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone 
to electrical leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American coun-
terparts. Experts point out that this is because Lucas is British, 
and all things British leak. British engines leak oil, British shock 
absorbers, hydraulic forks, and disk brake systems leak fl uid, Brit-
ish tires leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defense 
secrets. Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must 
leak smoke. Once again, the logic is clear and inescapable.

Sometimes you may miss the component releasing the smoke 
that makes your electrical system function correctly, but if you 

sniff around you can often fi nd the faulty component by the unde-
niable and telltale smoke smell. Sometimes this is a better indicator 
than standard electrical tests performed with a volt-ohm meter.

In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical en-
ergy in the form of smoke provides a clear and logical explana-

tion of the mysteries of electrical components and 
why they fail.

“A gentleman does not motor about after dark.”
         - Joseph Lucas, 1842 -  1903

 W e 

Technical Report
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Since this newsletter has a nation-
wide readership, we full well ex-

pect many non-WCTU subscribers 
will surely attend the VTR conven-
tion. What with the huge infux of out 
town guests coming to attend this sum-
mer’s VTR, we thought a quick review 
course in WCTU vernacular might be 
appropriate. Here are some terms and 
expressions for them to practice so that 
they will be able to communicate with 
the natives.

1. Grachki (grach’-key) is Chicago for Grachki (grach’-key) is Chicago for Grachki
“Garage Key” as in, “Yo, Theresa, waja 
do wit da grachki? Howmy supposta 
cut da grass if don’t git intada grach?’’

2. Uptadaendada (up-ta-da-en’-dada) 
as in, “Joey,  you kin ride yur bike up-
tadaendada alley but not acrost or I’ll 
bust yur butt...” 

3. Sammich. Chicagoese for sandwich. 
When made with  sausage, it’s a sas-
sage sammich; with shredded beef, it’s 
an  Italian beef sammich, a local deli-
cacy consisting of piles of spicy meat 
in a perilously soggy bun.
  
4. Da. The defi nite article is a key part 
of  Chicago speech, as in “da tree bears” 
or “da Mare” -- the latter denoting,  for 
as long as he wants it to, Richard M. 
Daley, or Richie, as he’s often known

5. Jewels. Not family heirlooms or a 
tender body  region, but a popular ap-
pellation for one of the region’s domi-
nant  grocery chains, to wit, “I’m goin’ 
to da Jewels to pick up some sassage.” 
As in most Chicago pluralizations, 
the “S” is pronounced with a hissing 
sound, rather than the usual “Z” sound 
of American  pluralization. 

6. Field’s: Marshall Field, a prominent 
Chicago  department store. Also Carson 
Pirie Scott, a major department store 
chain, is called “Carson’s,” etc. 

7. Tree. The number between two and 
four. “We were  lucky dat we only got 
tree inches of snow da udder night”

8. Prairie. A vacant lot, especially one 
on which  weeds are growing. 

9. Over by dere. i.e. “over by there,” a 
prolix way  of emphasizing a site pre-
sumed familiar to the listener. As in, “I 
got the sassage at da Jewels down on 
Kedzie, over by dere.’

10. Kaminski Park. Perhaps the high 
concentration of ethnic Poles makes 
people want the White Sox to be play-
ing in this  mythical ballpark, rather 
than in their true home, Comiskey Park. 
AKA “Da Cell” short for U.S. Cellular 
Field
  
11. Frunchroom as in, “Getottada 
frunchroom wit  dose muddy shoes.’’ 
It’s not the “parlor.” It’s not the “living 
room.” In  the land of the bungalow, it’s 
the “frunchroom,” a named derived,  
linguists believe, from “front room.” 

12. Yuse. Not the verb but the plural 
pronoun “you”.  As in  . . “Where dya 
tinkyuse goin’?” 

13. Downtown. Anywhere south of the 
zoo and north  of Soldier Field near the 
lake. 

14. Boys Town: A section on Halsted 
Ave., between  Belmont and Addi-
son, which is lined with gay bars on 
the west and east  sides of the street. 
“Didn’t I see use in Boystown in front 
of da Manhole?”

15. Braht: Short for Bratwurst. “gimme 
a braht wit  kraut” 

16. Cashbox: Traffi c reporter slang for 
tollbooths.  “Dere’s a delay at da cash-
box over by da Skyway” 

17. Goes: Past or present tense of the 

verb “say.” For example, “Then he 
goes, ‘Gimmee tree brahts tago’!” 

18. Guys: Used when addressing two 
or more people, regardless of each indi-
vidual’s gender. i.e Yuse guys gonna ta 
da game at Kaminski tonight?” 

19. Pop: A soft drink. Don’t say “soda” 
in this town. “what kinda pop you 
got?” 
  
20. Sliders: Nickname for hamburgers 
from White  Castle, a popular 
Midwestern burger chain “Dose sliders 
I had last  night give me da runs” 

21. Da Taste: The annual Taste of Chi-
cago Festival, a huge extravaganza in 
Grant Park featuring samples of  Chi-
cagoland’s fi ne cuisine. Takes place 
around and before the Fourth  of July 
holiday. 
  
23. Winter and Construction: Punch-
line to the  joke, “what are the two sea-
sons in  Chicago?”

Special W.C.T.U. thanks to “da 
Mare” [pictured above] for this im-
portant inormtion. 

General Information
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NEVER FIX ANYTHING THAT 
IS NOT BROKEN.

The nut or bolt which is the most diffi cult 
to reach will always be stripped or 

seized.

No tool will ever be found again, once it is 
put down.

Nothing is ever put back together in the 
reverse of the way it is dismantled.

One last pull on a nut or bolt to make sure 
it is tight, will always strip it or snap it off; 
but if it doesn’t get that extra pull it will 
always loosen and fall off.

Bright clean and new parts are always 
defective, but dirty, greasy old ones work 
fi ne, unless they are cleaned.

During a roadside repair, with the wrong 
parts being used, the fi t will be perfect and 
the repair permanent.

A prospective purchaser attempting to start 
the car will usually cause ignition failure or 
fl ooding of the carburetor.

If a part is carried as a spare, it can either 
never be found or will not fi t when it is 
needed, and if the spare comes in different 
sizes or left or rights, the one you need is 
not the one you have.

If, when removing an irreplaceable nut or 
bold, it is dropped on a spotlessly clean 
fl oor, it will be heard to hit the fl oor and 
then vanish forever.

Any tool dropped while working on your car 
will automatically roll to the geographical 
center of the car.

The probability of a car starting is inversely 
proportional to the number of people 
standing nearby watching.

The probability of paint running is directly 
proportional to the degree of prominence of 

the panel being painted.

A tire will only go fl at when the jack or lug 
wrench has been left at home.

Any starter motor or generator will work 
perfectly when bench tested, It will only 
cease to function once it has been installed 
on the car.

When you double-check everything prior to 
using your car, you stand a greater chance 
of running out of gas.

Carrying an extra set of points, plugs, coil 
and condenser will usually result in the 
rupture of the lower radiator hose.

The best way to locate a part in better 
condition is to send the one you have to a 
professional restorer or chrome plater.  (See 
number 6)

Thanks to Brother Karl Vacek for these 
insights

THE VALUE OF UNDIES:

Be careful what you wear (or don’t 
wear), when working under your 

vehicle...especially in public. From the 
NORTHWEST FLORIDA Daily News 
comes this story of a Crestview couple 
who drove their car to Wal-Mart only to 
have their car break down in the park-
ing lot. The man told his wife to carry on 
with the shopping while he fi xed the car 
there in the lot.
 The wife returned later to see a 
small group of people near the car. On 

closer inspection she saw a pair of male 
legs protruding from under the chassis. 
Although the man was in shorts, his lack 
of underpants turne private parts into 
glaringly public ones. Unable to stand 
the embarrassment she dutifully stepped 
forward, quickly put her hand UP his 
shorts and tucked everything back into 
place. On regaining her feet she looked 
across the hood and found herself star-
ing at her husband who was standing idly 
by.
 The mechanic, however, had to 
have three stitches in his head.

General Information
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Commencing with the April 2004 
of Snic Braaapp and submitted 

for your approval, the editors of Snicc 
Braaapp chose to include a new monthly  
“Question and Answer” column 
exclusively for technical support and 
advice.  This feature became an “Advice 
to the Shopworn” of sorts for Triumph 
owners. Our contributing expert has 
been the renowned British author and 
wrenchsmith, Sir Bentley Haynes. 
Over the past year, many readers have 
inquired as to Sir bentley’s expertise. 
We are happy to reprint this biographical 
thumbnail that fi rst appeared last year.

Following service during the Big 
War as a cabin boy on the HMS 

Minnow, Bentley began his career 
as an apprentice draughtsman at the 
Standard Triumph Works Department 
and acquired his expertise by working 
under, in some cases, quite literally, the 
legendary Elwood Richardson, Ken’s 
redheaded stepbrother. They became 
inseparable and it was reported that 
they frequently spent many overtime 
hours in the dickeyseat of Elwood’s 
prototype Mayfl ower, making sure 

that the suspension could withstand 
the strenuous pounding that comes 
from manly driving. He is credited 
with developing the famous “Bentley 
Blower” variable induction system, 
the inspiration for which is rumoured 
to have come from these late-night 
sessions. Sir Bentley is perhaps best 
remembered for developing the left-
handed monkey spanner [not to be 
confused with the monkey spanker on 
which he also worked extensively.] He 
was also instrumental in the installation 

of radiator fans on the “Sabrina” TRs, 
which came so close to victory at 
LeMans. Later he drove a specially 
prepared Razor Edge Triumph 2000 
Saloon in the Alpine Rallye Series in 
the mid sixties, until an unfortunate 
mishap with a goat ended his racing 
career. [The incident was captured on 
fi lm by a traveling camera crew and 
has recently been downloaded onto 
the internet. It’s now possible, through 
the miracles of cyberspace, to view 
Bentley and that goat, along with 
other cloven-hoofed animals, at www.
karasadultplayground.com.] 

In the late sixties, he turned his 
attention to arts and letters, and 

worked briefl y with the Monty Python 
Troupe, contributing greatly to the 
“Lumberjack” sketch, [some say 
from fi rst hand experience.] Later he 
surfaced as a quality control inspector 
for Rimmer Bros. Pacifi c Rim Division, 
specializing in timing chain tensile 
strength testing, before turning his 
efforts to full time wordsmithing. 

His works include: The Complete 
Guide to Lucas Electrical Fault-

Finding, Volume I [AC/DC through Finding, Volume I [AC/DC through Finding, Volume I
Dynamos] [13,872 pages]; Competition 
Modifi cation for the Standard Ten, Don’t 
Sweat the Swarf, and The Defi native 
Handbook on Mayfl ower Sequential 
Port Injection Conversion. He has also 
served as a technical advisor for the 
Wisconsin Triumph Club. 

A life-long bachelor, Bentely now A life-long bachelor, Bentely now A lives in semi-retirement on his A lives in semi-retirement on his A 
ancestral estate, Neverland at Blueballs 
on Talleywacker, Middlesex Lane, 
Sleaford near Twickensham, NG21 
PE17, A4, Blidworth on the Avon, 
where you address your inquiries. 
Occasionally, he has been seen 
calibrating audiometers to supplement 
his meager pension. We look forward 
to many years of invaluable advice 
from such a renowned individual and 
we hope that the extra profi ts from 
this year’s calendar sales will help 
pay for his trip to House on the Rock 

in 2005 where he has been asked to 
serve as our guest speaker for the VTR 
Convention banquet. His counsel is 
geared exclusively toward experienced 
mechanics only. Do not attempt any 
of his repair proposals on your own. 
WCTU, its board of directors, The 
Shock Tower, or its editors accept no 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
or liability for 
mishaps that result 
in attempting 
to follow his 
suggestions.

Dear Sir Bentley,
 My dear husband I do so look 
forward to your monthly column and 
we really missed your sage advice while 
you were on “hiatus”. We hope that 
the guards treated you humanitarianly 
during your stay and that the gifts we 
sent you satisfactory.. 
 As to my inquiry, since my 
husband and I love to go camping so 
much, we are thinking of purchasing a 
travel trailer to pull behind our beloved 
Herald. Whenever we  go on one of 
our frequent camping excursion, I 
am reminded of when our boys were 
small and we travelled the this great 
land, camping along the way. What 
wonderful memories! We would like 
to retrace our vacation of those good 
old days. Are there any modifi cations 
we should consider making to our car 
before we pursue our dream trip?
BB – Crystal Lake

My Dear Lady Spuds.
Many thanks to you and your 

dear husband for the thoughts and 
prayers you sent while we were “away”. 
The soap-on-a-rope was especially 
thoughtful (although, I might add, not 
really necessary). As to your inquiry of 
a technical nature, let me say that the 
Triumph Herald was actually designed 
with trailer towing in mind. Although 
not as stout as the TR3 [pictured with 
towing trailer above right], it has the 

that the suspension could withstand 

Finding, Volume I

Handbook on Mayfl ower Sequential 
Port Injection Conversion

Advice to the Shopworn
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capacity to haul a good-sized camper 
easily. However, if you plan to travel in 
the mountains, I would suggest making 
a few modifi cations to assure a trouble-
free experience and piece of mind.
  Firstly I would recommend 
upgrading the braking system by adding 
silicone fl uid to the hydraulic system, 
as it is lighter and has a higher boiling 
point, and therefore less likely to suffer 
from the effect of the higher altitudes. 
Also, I would install Alfi n ventilated 
drums on the rear [the standard drums 
on the front should suffi ce in al except 
the highest mountain ranges, and of 
course the highway engineers have 
already provided ample opportunity for 
“emergency” braking by adding runoff 
lanes every few kilometers. 
 Secondly, I would encourage 
uprating the springs to accommodate 
the extra mass of the trailer. [One or 
even two extra leaves should suffi ce]. 
While you’re at it, you might also want 
to consider revalving the dampers in the 
rear as well. You may want to pursue the 
addition of an automatic transmission 
for you Herald. The popular “Dynafl ow” 
version is readily available and well 
suited for handling the extra power the 
Herald engine provides. The conversion 
kit is quite straightforward to install and 
I would recommend the cruise-control 
option as long as you are at it. 
 Lastly, I would refer you to my 
reply to Mr. Burnout from last year on 
improving the performance of your 
Herald so as to be able to keep up with 
high-speed traffi c, should you fi nd it 
necessary to travel on the expressways 
for extended time periods at more than 
80 MPH while towing with your Herald.
None of these alterations should prove 

2005 WCTU ELDERS

Abbot &  Brother Wright
Head Elder

Sgt. at Arms Sister Buja 

Chancellor of    Brother Trowbridge
The Exchequer

Scribe & Brother Streepy
NewsletterEditor

Offi cial Taster Brother Mantel
to the Abbott

Taster in Brother Moore
Training

Iniation Chair Brother Rust

Hammurabi Code Brother Morse
Enforcer

Vow of Silence  Brother Smith
Enforcer

Serpent  Brother Shedor
Handler

Vow of Chastity Sister Stabenow 
Enforcer 

Technical Advisor Brother Haynes

Keeper of the Keys Brother Donile

Bestower of   Brother Korey
Names

Vow of Poverty Brother 
Enforcer Billimack

Vow of Abstinance Brothers Barnet,
Enforcers    Bailey, Thing &  

     Gumbros

too costly and all can easily be achieved 
in a weekend using simple hand tools. 
Don’t forget to add a cute sign to your 
trailer such as “Don’t come knocking if 
this trailer’s rocking” and you and your 
hubby should be good to go! 
Happy Trails - BH

Dear Sir Bentley,
 I am especially excited by the 
renaissance of the Triumph Marque 
and their inclusion of  Sport Utility 
version of the Amphicar. Now that we 
are parents, my wife and I have decided 
to place a cash deposit on a 2006 model 
with our chapter treasurer, but we are 
in a quandary, however, as to which 
options we should order. My wife is 
insistent that I have the navigation 
system installed, but I have always had 
an innate natural “dead-reckoning” 
ability and I would rather spend the 
money for the decosmolened matching 
mudfl ap/fl oor mat package. We have 
agreed to abide by your advice.
DS, Woodridge

My Dear Wrongway,
 My hearty congratulations 
on your recent entry into the ranks of 
paternity. Since Mrs. Wrongway was in 
the later stage of “being in a family way” 
at the time of your inquiry, and, perhaps 
amenable to reason. it is quite possible 
that your “problem” has been resolved. 
If not, let me offer this bit of advice 
and consul – no real man needs a GPS 
system. Even should your natural instinct 
of dead reckoning briefl y desert you, or, 
if staying the course and persevering 
causes you to feel vexed, for whatever 
reason, highly unlikely to be sure, you reason, highly unlikely to be sure, you rea
will ultimately be vindicated. Just think 
of how a truly macho man, your current 
political leader for example, handles 
disorientation, and you can clearly see 
that such a peripheral system is quite 
superfl uous. Go for the mud fl aps, your 
wife will thank you many times over, 
trust me. 
Happy diapering  BH

Advice to the Shopworn
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Following the recent proclamation 
by the club elders of the change in 

club philosophy, a record audience of 
Triumph devotees attended the initial 
assemblage of The Windy City Tri-
umph Union at the Evanston Christian 
Science Reading Room on Saturday, 
April 31st. Head Elder and club Ab-
bot, (formerly president), Earl Wright 
called the fl ock to order at exactly 7:00 
Pm. and began with the benediction 
lasting only 2 hours. Brother Wright 
had been unanimously chosen to the 
offi ce by a secret ballot on which his 
name appeared on every single vote. 
The fi rst order of business was to in-
duct any novitiates in attendance. Apex 
Mosier, a former member who had 
strayed, but had seen the error of his 
ways was initiated by Brother Elwood 
who administered the authorized club  
swats of obedience using the offi cial 
WCTU paddle, fashioned from a TR6 
dashboard.
 Brother Trowbridge announced 
the club coffers were dangerously low 
and that an increase in dues was critical 
to our continuing the fi ght against the 
spread of MG blasphemy and Austin 
Healy heresy. The assemblage imme-
diately authorized an increase, payable 
in cash, to the treasurer.
 Brother Billimack recited the 
recent events that had occurred dur-
ing the preceding month since the club 
had experienced its epiphany. Since the 
elders have now banned bowling par-
ties, chili festivals, and “bashes” of all 
types, Brother Spuds had little to re-
port, other than the sackcloth reuphol-
stery clinic held at Pyle’s’. Sister Buja 
explained the change in venue for the 
VTR Convention, (see article on page 

XX). Brother Spuds outlined the up-XX). Brother Spuds outlined the up-
coming events and described many of 
the activities the elders have planned, 
included among them are: genufl ection 
prior to attempting ignition, prayers of 
gratitude upon ignition, sacrifi ces, re-
quired to maintain ignition will all be 
part of the spring tune up clinic; main-
taining vows of silence when hitting 
one’s head on a cross member while 
changing oil and avoiding the tempta-
tion to blaspheme when one realizes 
he forgot to re-install the oil plug after 
dumping fi ve quarts of 20W-50 (six if 
he has an oil cooler) on one’s drive-
way.
 Following a break to accom-
modate those members who needed to 
tighten their cilices, it was time to rec-
ognize those members who had done 
something special this month. Brother 
Mantel was nominated for the  “Car-
penter of Nazareth” award for doing 
something especially selfl ess. On his 
way to the meeting, Brother Gizmo 
witnessed a horrifi c accident in which a 
semi trailer full alcoholic beverages had 
overturned near an elementary school, 
spilling a large number of containers 
of the evil concoction on the roadside, 
in full view of innocent youth. Know-
ing the potential for temptation to the 
youths and at great risk to himself (and 
his liver), he chose to swallow as much 
of the hellish concoction as he could 

so as not tempt any impressionable 
adolescents from sampling the devil’s 
brew. [See accompanying photos]. 
 Brother Holekamp was nomi-
nated for laying hands on Sister Pyle’s 

hooters, and Brother Fox was nomi-
nated for driving the vermin out of 
the Girlie Car wiring. It seemed that 
Brother Mantel would easily win the 
award, (a month of wearing the club 
hairshirt emblazoned with the Scar-
let Letters “WCTU”,) but an apparent 
miracle occurred when Brother Wright 
won the award – unanimously, without 
even being nominated or having done 
anything special. Nevertheless, after 
he counted the votes of those in atten-
dance, he won - again. 
 The “Fire and Brimstone” 
award for doing something foolish was 
presented to Sister Pyle for letting her 
Hooters sag so far that they shorted out 
and needed Brother Holecamp’s “at-
tention”. Sister Pyle will be forbidden 
to handle any serpents for one month, 
much to the dismay of Brother Shedor, 
for he had just brought in an extra sup-
ply of snakes for us to handle after the 
meeting. The meeting ended with an 
offering (Sister Billimack suggested 
Brother Spuds’ Herald, but her gesture 
was deemed too generous and was de-
clined) of worldly possessions, which 
Brother Trowbridge suggested we all 
make in the form of fi lthy lucre. 
 The meeting adjourned at dusk 
in order for everyone to be home be-
fore dark, as commanded by the proph-
et. With apologies for any errors or 
omissions, your humble and obedient 
scribe 

Brother Suds

WCTU Meeting Notes
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JUST ARRIVED!!

D i s c o v -
ered in an 
abandoned 
Brirish Le-
yland ware-
h o u s e -
L i m i t e d 
number of 
N.O.S. Tri-
umph Tape-
w o r m s . 

Long thought hought to be ex-
tinct, we have for sale the last 
known examples of this species. 
Most effective means known to 
prevent waxy buildup in fuel lines. 
When thery’re gone, they’re gone. 
A BuzBeard Exclusive, call  for 
pricing now before it’s too late. 
Limited to stock on hand. 

The items pictured are from he items pictured are from 
the World Famous Brother 

Fox “Parts Hall of Infamy Collec-
tion”.and are available to discriminat-
ing buyers for fair market value. First 
offered to WCTU members, other-
wise they will be sold at the Barrett-
Jackson Auction. Serious inquiries 
only, please no tire kickers. Broker 
cooperation welcome.

Although this publication usually 
does not  accept classifi ed ads 

from commercial vendors, these deals 
from “Honest Bob’s ThunderCheese Honest Bob’s ThunderCheese H
Specials” were just too good to pass up. 
You can order those hard to fi nd items 
on line at: Buzbeard@aerolsol//over-Buzbeard@aerolsol//over-Buzbeard
haul.com. More specials arriving daily 
You must mention this as to get these You must mention this as to get these 
prices!! prices!! 

1 TIRE AIR CHANGE KIT.  This kit comes 
with everything you need to change the 
air in your tires. This highly recom-
mended but often overlooked main-
tenance item is much easier now. Re-
member to change your air every 3000 
miles or twice a year. $25 

2 BLINKER FLUID.  You knew it existed 
but, WOW, is this stuff hard to fi nd.  
4oz bottle. $12 Better Yet! Synthetic 
Blinker Fluid. 4oz bottle. $24 

3 LIGHT BULB FILAMENTS.3 LIGHT BULB FILAMENTS.3 LIGHT BULB FILAMENTS   Why throw 
away a perfectly good turn signal or 
stop light bulb when you can just install 
a new fi lament? Premium Filaments, 
made in the USA! $1 ea.

4 MANIFOLD HEAT.  Yes, your exhaust 
manifold should be HOT. If it’s not, 
you may need this item. Sold by the 
BTU. $3.50 

5 STEERING WHEEL GASKETS.  All SIZES 
available!  Email for specifi c applica-
tion. From $9.99 

6 TIE ROD TENSIONER.  Is your tie rod 
limp?  Tension it with T-50! $14.99 

7 ALTERNATOR BATTERIES. 7 ALTERNATOR BATTERIES. 7 (4 required, 
replace them all!) From $2.99 

8 FAN BELT BUCKLES.  Specify brass or 
chrome. Gold available special order. 
$14.99 
9 MUFFLER BEARING MANUAL.  Print 

version $59.95 CD version $49.99

10 UNIVERSAL MUFFLER BEARING TOOL 
KIT $105.59 

11 MUFFLER BEARING HI TEMP SYN-
THETIC LUBE ( the only kind we sell!) THETIC LUBE ( the only kind we sell!) THETIC LUBE

$40.24 

12 MUFFLER BEARINGS From $19.95  MUFFLER BEARINGS From $19.95  MUFFLER BEARINGS

13 MOMENTUM (required for tackling  MOMENTUM (required for tackling  MOMENTUM

some off road obstacles) Sold by the lb-
ft/sec $0.50 

14 SUPER SEAT CLEANER 14 SUPER SEAT CLEANER 14 (sometimes 
required after using too much Momen-
tum) $3.99 

15 MUFFLER BEARING GASKET KIT15 MUFFLER BEARING GASKET KIT15 s  MUFFLER BEARING GASKET KITs  MUFFLER BEARING GASKET KIT

From $9.99 

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

We can supply the same parts as 
can be found from other online 

vendors of muffl er bearings but at dras-
tically discounted prices. We couldn’t 
say if it wasn’t true! Don’t forget - , 
when it sounds too good to be true, it 
has to be Buzbeard. If we don’t have it, 
you don’t need it. Everything must go; 
no resaonable offer refused! Remem-
ber, we screw the other guy and pass 
the savings on to you. 

WE AIM TO PLEASE AT 
THUNDERCHEESE

CEO and Founder, Honest Bob Buz-
beard, the Triumph Owner’s Friend

THE SHOCK TOWERTHE SHOCK TOWER is published monthly by “Fire and Brimstone” publications,  is published monthly by “Fire and Brimstone” publications, 
666 Old Rugged Crossing, Elwood, Illinois, 60666, ph. 1-800- SNK-BRAPP

Cars & Parts for Sale

 and Founder, Honest Bob Buz-
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The The The 
Shock

Tower®

SPECIAL W.C.T.U. THANKS TO BROTHERS EARL 
WRIGHT, DENNIS TROWBRIDGE AND SISTER 
VALERIE STABENOW FOR ALL OF THEIR HELP IN 
PREPARING THIS ISSUE. WE COULDN’T POSSIBLY 

HAVE DONE THIS WITHOUT YOU.

Right - Brother Bob “Burnout” Right - Brother Bob “Burnout” Right - Brother Bob “Burnout” 
Steele’s latest acquisition to his 
fl eet  of LBC’s pictured at right

Above - Brother “Factor’s” Above - Brother “Factor’s” Above - Brother “Factor’s” Above - Brother “Factor’s” 
treasure trove of Triumph. 
[You are asked to observe the 
vow of silence on this mat-
ter whenever you are in the 
presence of Sister Factor]presence of Sister Factor]

==
ABOVE - NO CAPTION REQUIRED

Left and below - For those of you Left and below - For those of you Left and below - For those of you Left and below - For those of you 
who enjoy pictures of deceased who enjoy pictures of deceased 
woodland creatures on the 
roadside, particularly if they 
have been “decorated” by our have been “decorated” by our 
ever-alert highway maintenace 
personnell, we are pleased personnell, we are pleased personnell, we are pleased 
include these photos [courtesy 
of Brother Spuds’ archives.]

Pot Pouri
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Inside this issue...
 Swap Meet
     John Macrtney’s  “Wet Liner “
     Trans Clinic

A LITLE BS FROM BS

NEW AND VIEWS FROM THE BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

We hope you were mildly amused at our modest attempt 
at a bit of “humour” on pages 1-12 of the April ISOA 

newsletter, and that it provided you a chuckle or two. From 
this point on in the newsletter, it is business as usual with all of 
the “stuff” you have probably come to expect from us here at 
Snic Braaapp Towers Feel free to use the fi rst twelve pages to 
line your birdcage or wrap the catch of the day. [You can use 
the last 16 pages too – that’s beauty of the fi rst amendment – I 
can write it, but you don’t have to read it.] From here on there 
are the “normal articles” [the Buja chili party, the British car 
part swap meet at DuPage County Fairgrounds, a piece on the 
transmission clinic and the conclusion of John McCartney’s’ 
excellent treatise on the wet liner four, along with the club cal-
endar, Joe’s column, Ann’s VTR report, classifi ed ads, etc]. Just 
to set the record straight, in case some literal minded readers 
mistook our effort at a gag – the Chicagoland Triumph Sports 
Car club is still named The Illinois Sports Owners Association. 
The newsletter is still called the Snic Braaapp and the meetings 
are still on Sunday evenings at Mack’s Restaurant [and Bar]. 
Drinking, smoking and occasional profanity, are not only per-
mitted, they are, in fact, heartily encouraged. We apologize to 
any of our readers, all three of you, if anyone was offended by 
our little parody.

For any true observers whose virtues outnumber their vices,we 
meant no harm, and to the evangelically fundamental, we 

intended no malice. We believe, although not devoutly, that no 
mockery of any specifi c religion or creed is expressed or implied 

in our little lampoon, but if you took umbrage, remember 
the words of the Carpenter of Nazareth and “. . .Forgive 
them Father, for they know not what they do.”

One of the qualities, and there are certainly many, that 
I have observed among Triumph owners over the last 

two decades or so is an irreverant sense of humor. There has 
never been a meeting, membership, board, convention plan-
ning, etc., that hasn’t produced plentiful belly laughs among 
the assemblage. How many other groups are you affi liated 
with in which [almost] total strangers immediately begin 
to quote hilarious movie lines or Monty Python song titles? 
[Case in point, “Badges?! We don’t need no stinkin’ badges. 
. .”, “More beans Mr. Taggert?. . .” and “I’m a lumberjack, 
and I’m OK. . .”?] Maybe it’s just that Triumph ownership, 
like any other test of will, requires a strong sense of humor 
in order to keep from crying.

Our beloved little beasties occasionally do their best 
to bring out the worst in us, but the Triumph owner’s 

sense of humor, which seems prevalent among so many of 
us, has sustained us, and as Job 
in the Old Testament, it has 
made us strong despite the fact, 
we don’t always grasp why 
we are being called upon to 
withstand such “tests”.  Hope-
fully, with the 2005 driving 
season nearly upon us, we will 
all be able to enjoy top down 
motoring without any such 
“challenges”. Only time will 
tell. If in fact you do experience 
a “test”, you can do what I do; 
turn up the volume on your 
radio to drown out any scary 
noises. Mine goes to eleven

The Real Newsletter Starts Here - No Kidding - Really
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ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS 
Month  Date  Day  Time Event
April  3  Sun  4:30 ISOA Board Meeting
  3  Sun  7:00 General Membership Meeting
  23  Sat   8:30 ISOA Club Tune-up Clinic at Pyle’s Home [note date change]
  29  Sat   Classic Motor Sports “Mitty” Road Race, Road Atlanta
  31  Sun   House on the Rock Tour, same time, and place as last year
May  1  Sun  4:30 ISOA Board Meeting
  1  Sun  7:00 General Membership Meeting
  ?  Sat  8:30 Breakfast Run #1 -details to follow
  7  Sat  9-4 United Classic Motors Spring Event,1700 Quincy, Naperville
       Food & Drink provided, Raffl es & Giveaways, Lift Time,   
       Impromptu Swap Meet, Live Entertainment [maybe]
       ph. Pual Watts @ 630/669-1582 for information
  28  Sat/Sat   British Car Week. Drive your car as much as you can.
       Contact BritCarWeek @arczip.com 
       [Scott Helms] britishcarweek.org
  27-9  Fr/Su   Champaign British Car Show www.wvbsc.org/cbcf/
       Hawthorne Suites, Champaign 217/398-3400
June  3-4  Fr/Su   Vintage Triumph of WI Door Cty. Bed & Breakfast Tour
       Call Mary Jo Ploetz 920/458-3831 for info
  4  Sat   Peoria Downtown Riverfront Car Show, call Jack Billimack
  5  Sun 4:30  ISOA Board Meeting
  5  Sun 7:00  General Membership Meeting
  12  Sun. 9:00  Michiana British Car Day, South Bend, IN
  18  Sat   Spring Campout Black Hawk Farms Raceway, Rockton, IL
       ph. Denny Cappetto 773/735-5822 for more info
  19  Sun 9:00  Wisconsin British Car Field Day, Sussex, WI ph. 262/679-0041
  23-6  Th-Sa   Triumph Register of America National Convention - 
       Branson, MO 
July  9-10  Sa/Su   British Boots & Bonnets Car Show
  10  Sun 4:30  ISOA Board Meeting [note: not the fi rst Sunday]
  10  Sun 7:00  General Membership Meeting [note: not the fi rst Sunday]

  26-30  Tu/Sa   2005 Vintage Triumph Register Convention. Hosted by ISOA
.       ClockTower Conference Center. Rockford, IL
       Visit http://vtr2005.org for more info

August  7  Sun   Transportation Extravaganza, Union, IL ph. 262/697-7474 7
    Sun 4:30  ISOA Board Meeting
  7  Sun 7:00  General Membership Meeting
  13-4  Sa/Su   Heartland British AutoFest, Davenport, IA
       Naomi Swanson Hm Ph: 309-764-1423,
  ?  Fri 7:00  White Trash Night Tres Sycamore Speedway
Sept.  11  Sun.   B.C.U. Morraine Valley Community College
  15-18  Th-Sun   Six Pack TRials, call Jeff Rust [815/874-5623] for details
  24/5  Sa/Su   Lake Geneva Poker Rally & Car Show, 
       call Dave Shedor [847/937-5078] for details

Upcoming Events

ISOA MEMBERSHIP: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional. All you need to do is pay your annual dues of $30.00. Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional. All you need to do is pay your annual dues of $30.00. 
(If you are a new member, add $10 one time signup fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover the shipping and costs (If you are a new member, add $10 one time signup fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover the shipping and costs 
of the newsletter. Talk to a club member and join today! Be an ISOA’er. Send check to: Sheri Pyle 320 N. Linden St., Itasca, IL 60143
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GARAGETALK & OTHER NONSENSE

Spring started 
this  week, 

snow and addi-
t i o n a l  c o l d 
weather is still 
within the imme-
diate forecast. 
Spring is a state 

of mind and is more than the sun doing 
its thing to cross over the equator on 
it’s trip northward. The problem is the 
psychological damage that this word 
instills when mentioned on the airwaves, 
newspapers and by unwary humans 
trying to make conversation. Saying that 
this time of the year is spring is like word 
association with heinous topics. Much 

like saying the plague, Hitler, Jeffrey 
Dahmer, cancer and is that an MG you 
are driving. Spring is offi cial when the 
temperature is consistently at least 55-
60 degrees with the sun bearing down 
on you with the occasional interruption 
of random clouds. Rain is acceptable 
during this time but only twice during 
the week and not on the weekends. This 
is NOT spring and shouldn’t be called 
that. We are in a state of limbo before 
we truly get into the swing of the real 
spring. A fi fth season needs to be added 
and would fi t perfectly during this time, 
we just need a name to call it. I say we 
call it North Dakota, since that geo-
graphic area is nothing more than mud 
and frozen mud throughout the year, it 
would seem appropriate. Now you may 

be thinking that I may have offended 
ISOA members who may have come 
from North Dakota. OK, if it was so 
great, why are you here.
 The 76 Spitfi re project is moving 
ahead as fast as I can get it assembled. I 
have a big list yet but I am confi dent that 
I can get it done before the Champaign 
British Car Festival weekend. The thing 
that I am not confi dent in is getting to the 
squawk list that needs to get taken care 
of on the other Triumphs. The biggest 
item is to fi x the slipping clutch on the 
65 Spitfi re. As soon as I am done sending 
this little exercise in poor writing out to 
Suds, I am back out in the garage. Oh 
and yes I have to run the heater out there 
because it’s not really spring yet, we 
just started the season of North Dakota. 

VTR 2005 NATIONAL 
CONVENTION UPDATE CORNER

Pl a n s  a r e 
progressing 

well. We just 
fi nished up with 
a very informa-
tive planning 
meeting. High-
lights included

Confi rmation of the restaurant for 
the breakfast tour

· Signed contract for the Rockford 
Speedway for both the cookout/race and 
track rental for the autocross

· Confi rmation with the panoramic 
photographer

· Tentative arrangements with the ice 
cream shop

· Review of hotel reservations

 Speaking about hotel reservations, 
it was brought to my attention last week 
that the Clock Tower is stating to callers 

that the hotel is “sold out/full”. Rooms are 
still available for Monday-Thursday, but 
to my surprise, the hotel is totally sold out 
of $85.00 type rooms on Friday, July 29th 
at this time. The Clock Tower has started a 
waiting list for convention attendees who 
reserve rooms the other nights. When you 
call to make your reservation, please tell 
them to put your name on the “WAITING 
LIST FOR FRIDAY NIGHT”  When rooms 
become available, the Clock Tower will call 
to let you know you have a Friday night 
room.
 We need your HELP! Even if you 
don’t want to be a part of the planning, we 
will need a lot of workers on the day of the 
events. A sign up sheet for event workers will 
be circulated at the General Meetings. So, 
please sign up to help! Each ISOA worker 
will receive a free exclusive convention hat 
for his or her efforts.
 ISOA members may order an 
exclusive convention worker polo shirt for 
only $15.00 (add $1.50 for 2XL, $3.00 for 
3XL and $4.50 for 4XL).  The polo shirt is 
a RED 50/50 jersey knit 3-button shirt with 
the convention logo embroidered on the 
left chest. Order forms are available at the 
General Meetings. Shirts will be delivered 
at the July General Meeting or at the Con-
vention. All orders must be paid in advance.  

Make checks payable to:  “VTR Convention 
2005”.
 Registrations are starting to come in 
with 30 cars pre-registered to date. The reg-
istration fl yer/forms have been sent to VTR 
for distribution in this issue of “The Vintage 
Triumph”. I encourage all ISOA members 
to register as soon as possible. Your early 
registration will help to provide the startup 
funds to cover a number of expenditures we 
need to make now.
 Keep checking the website for up-
to-date information: www.vtr2005.org

Ann “Hammer” Buja, Chairperson, 
2005 VTR National Convention
1173 Butler Road
Rockford, IL  61108-4702
(815) 332-3119
buja@insightbb.com

GarageTalk & VTR Update
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Social Braaapp

CHILI FEST & MOVIE NIGHT
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY 

JACK “SPUDS” BILLIMACK

CAPTIONS BY “SUDS” STREEPY

Ed. Note: The third leg in the ISOA Winter So-
cial Trifecta [The Bash and the Bowling party 
are the other two] took place on March 19th 
at the VTR War Room [AKA Buja’S]. Special 
thanks to senior social correspondent Jack 
Billimack for this late-breaking report. By all 
accounts, the evening was a “gas.”

Once again, the 2005 edition of the annual 
ISOA Chili Fest was a “heartwarming” 

triumph. Hosted by Hammer and Toolman 
Buja (in their home with 4 bathrooms- ed. 
note we’re not sure many are still operative), 
dozens of members brought chili of diverse 
recipes – venison, Irish, garlic/beer and black 
bean were among the favorites. The big screen 
TV showed racing all day and this year’s mov-
ie feature was This Is Spinal Tap. As if chili 
weren’t enough, hosts and guests used covert 
family recipes to provide selections of favorite 
snacks, dips (some non-human), breads and 
sweets to “round out” the meal. As a bonus, all 
of the mouth-watering entries included some-
thing from each of the “4 bad food groups” – 
sugar, fat, salt and grease. According to Spuds 
and Barb, even though several ISOAers tried 
to duplicate the revolutionary multi-compart-
ment chili tasting dishes they invented several 
years ago, the “copycat” pans proved substan-
dard as they folded up under load. Taste con-
test winners (a tie) were Stacy McReynolds 
and Mark Moore. Congratulations to both of 
you. And, thanks to Ann and Tim for hosting 
a great event. This was surely a “fi ve fork” 
event and will unquestionably be scheduled 

Why do you think Karen is standing so far 
away from Jeff? [Hint-ask Arlene]

Guzzler explains to the girls that chicks dig 
him because he seldom wears underwear.

Where is his right hand and why is she Where is his right hand and why is she 
smiling?

Uncle Spuds demonstrates the correct 
“Two-handed” technique used by true 
chili affi ciandos

That look can mean only one thing, That look can mean only one thing, 
it’s time to play “pull my fi nger!”

The ladies wait to see if “Beano” re-The ladies wait to see if “Beano” re-
ally works.

More beans Mr. Kendzy? I believe you’ve al-
ready had enough.
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SWAP MEET REPORT
Text and Graphics by Suds

Forget about robins, or pitchers and 
catchers reporting, the fi rst sign 

of spring for an ISOA member is the 
annual British Car /Part swap meet 

sponsored by the MG club held in late 
February at the DuPage County Fair-
ground in Wheaton. 2005 marked the 
9th year that the Morris Garage disci-
ples brought together an eclectic, to say 
the least, group of vendors of used and 
abused British car parts ranging from 
such far away environs as Tennessee to 
Minnesota. This gathering of the tribe 
is reminiscent of the Merry Pranksters 
of Ken Keezey, not to be confused with 
Ken Kedzie of ISOA secretarial fame. 

 While the majority of parts of-
fered up had the origins in Abbington 
as opposed to Coventry, there were 
goods and services displayed that were 
appropriate for Triumph owners. Not 
only  were there cars and parts, but also 
tools, models, [one of which followed 
me home and I’m hoping Mrs. Suds 
will let me keep it], automobilia, rega-
lia, car show information, restoration 
services, and general repair and main-
tenance facilities catering to the British 

car owner., including ISOA members 
Paul Watts [United Classic Motors] 
and Dennis Tobin [LaFox Import Auto 
Service]
 Event organizer Jim Evans 
informed your humble and obedient 
scribe that approximately 100 indoor 
vendor spaces in the three buildings 
had been rented out.for the event. There 
were also a few trailers of “goodies” in 
the parking lot whose proprietors were 
doing a brisk business. The organiz-

ers anticipated ticket sales of 8-900 to 
those British car fanciers seeking that 
special part or looking for the treasure 
hidden away in a pile of “stuff’. Good 
deals abounded and the ISOA contin-
gent of bargain seekers that I spoke to 
numbered at least 30 and was probably 
higher.
 As in years past, ISOA also 

sponsored a club “PR” booth of sorts, 
hoping to discourage any non ISOA 
Triumph owners from joining the club. 
Actually there were some new mem-
bers who joined, despite our best ef-
forts to dissuade them. Booth workers 
displayed back issues of this publica-
tion, [which probably helped keep the 
number of “newbies” down] and the 
recently completed VTR fl yers, which 
more than offset the presence of the 
snoozeletter for recruiting purposes.

 The swap meet is a great way 
to beat the midwinter doldrums that we 
all suffer from here in the heartland and 
provides us with the opportunity for a 
chance to get a “deal” on parts. Just as 
important, it gives us a chance to recon-
nect with many of the club members 
we haven’t been in contact with since 
the great orange orb in the sky made 
annual retreat, sometime last summer
.

Special thanks to ISOA mem-
ber and Vendor Ed Krakowiak [pic-
tured lower left] for the donation of a 
large quantity of back issues of British 
car magazines to the Snic Braaapp Ar-
chives

British Car Swap Meet ‘05 
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THE STANDARD MOTOR 
COMPANY’s  4 CYLINDER 

‘WET LINER’ ENGINE

INSTALLMENT FOUR

AN ARTICLE ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND 
HISTORY OF THIS ENGINE BY 

JOHN MACARTNEY

FORMER EMPLOYEE AND STANDARD-TRI-
UMPH ENTHUSIAST

The summer of 1961 in Coventry 
was the very early part of the com-

pany being run under Leyland control 
and the arrival of the ‘hatchet men’ from 
Lancashire saw many changes. As An-
nual Reports to shareholders confi rm, 
the company had, over the preceding 
six or so years, become more than a 
little profl igate in the management of 
its fi nances, the control of its assets and 
the way it went about the acquisition of 
subsidiaries. Moreover, this had mostly 
coincided with the 1956 Suez Crisis 
and a later credit squeeze. Finally, the 
sale of the Ferguson tractor business in 
1958 to Massey Harris was regarded by 
many as the cardinal sin of selling the 
family silver. This was undertaken to 
fi nance the completion of the new as-
sembly hall at Canley in Coventry, the 
construction of facilities at Speke, near 
Liverpool - and the acquisition of Hall 
Engineering for hard cash. 
 In spite of the loss of Ferguson, 
the company did attempt to continue in 
the tractor business and designed a new 
tractor. It carefully avoided Ferguson’s 
patented features but to all intents and 
purposes, the fi nished article looked 
much the same as its forebear – except 
for detailed differences. A close friend 
who worked on this product speaks 
highly of its performance. The torque 
characteristics were so substantial that 

with a four furrow plough fully ground 
engaged in a sticky clay subsoil, the 
external ribbing on the driving wheels 
were often ripped off the tyre outer cas-
ing! The tractor died a death at an early 
stage and never went into production.
 But with Leyland now fi rmly 
on the Coventry scene and slowly com-
ing to grips with horrendous fi nancing 
issues and appalling build quality prob-
lems – especially on the Herald, sub-
stantial down-sizing economies had to 
be made. The quickest route was to axe 
the highest cost area – salaries. Within 
four months of Leyland’s arrival in 
Coventry, over eight hundred middle 
and senior managers, among which 
were the Managing Director and the 
whole Main Board, together with other 
less cost accountable employees found 
themselves without a job. 

 Ken Richard-
son was one of 
them, as was the 
Quality Engi-
neer - and many 
others with 
whom they both 
had worked. 
In the fi eld of 
i n t e rna t i ona l 
c o m p e t i t i o n , 

Leyland was not as committed to this 
cripplingly costly activity, as its new-
ly acquired subsidiary had previously 
demonstrated. Leyland made excel-
lent trucks and buses in large numbers 
and with its dour, Lancastrian outlook, 
found the argument that competition 
success increases sales, was a hard pill 
to swallow. Notwithstanding the fact 
that Standard-Triumph did indeed con-
tinue in competition for several more 
years - and with considerable success, 
it’s parent usually needed a lot more 
persuading to release money for this 
pursuit than in earlier times. This atti-
tude by Leyland was not limited just to 
Standard-Triumph. In later years when 
British Leyland came into existence, 
the supremely successful BMC Com-
petitions Department with its outstand-
ing successes – especially with Austin 
Healeys and Mini Coopers, soon felt the 
same chill winds blowing at its doors to 
ultimately fi nd them closed for all time. 
Donald Stokes, British Leyland’s CEO 
probably slept more soundly in his 
bed when he knew he had removed all 
traces of cost over-runs through com-
petition from the cash-gobbling, under-
capitalised leviathan in his control.
 But Leyland as a car manu-
factrer, was by no means ‘all bad.’ It 
poured money into Standard-Triumph 

ED.NOTE: THE ILLUSTRATIONS INSERTED ARE THE AUTHOR’S OR FROM STANDARD-TRIUMPH FACTORY ARCHIVES AS PUBLISHED ED.NOTE: THE ILLUSTRATIONS INSERTED ARE THE AUTHOR’S OR FROM STANDARD-TRIUMPH FACTORY ARCHIVES AS PUBLISHED 
IN TRIUMPH CARS -  THE COMPLETE STORY BY GRAHAM ROBSON AND RICHARD LANGWORTH.

Wet Liner Four  - Part IV
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and worked very hard to get things right 
– and it certainly succeeded. It recog-
nised the importance of sports cars to 
the product range (though this view 
was to later change) and the recently 
launched Spitfi re was being ordered in 
larger quantities than could easily be 
made. The whole range gradually saw 
improvements coming into place that 

can best be described as ‘important 
value added.’ As this relates to the TR, 
the last variant in the form of the TR4A 
had tangible technical and mechani-
cal improvements. Cosmetically, and 
among other things, the interior grew a 
veneer instrument panel in place of the 
painted metal version of the TR4 - and 
independent rear suspension. 

 Once again, the US dealers al-
legedly expressed concern at the ‘pan-
sifying’ of the TR, maintaining their 
customers wanted the fi rmer ride of 
the beam axled car. Accordingly, and 
throughout the life of the TR4A, inde-
pendent rear suspension for the North 
American market was only available as 
an optional extra. Cars for other world 

markets had it as standard equipment 
- at no extra charge and with no com-
plaints!
 Interestingly – and again, the 
US dealer opinion was proved to be 
a little out of touch with customer re-
quirements. Once everyone found that 
IRS was available and that it was a sub-
stantial improvement in terms of road-
holding and comfort, the IRS version 
was clearly the preferred variant in the 
US and Canada. With North America 
being the largest single export market 
for all the sports cars, which in them-
selves only accounted for some 25% of 
the company’s total output of all cars 
to more than 100 world markets, this 
incremental revenue was ‘very wel-
come, thank you.” And so we come to 
the end
 . Well, not quite - because there 
are two stories I’d like to recount.For 
effectively twenty years, this four cyl-
inder three bearing crank engine had 
ruled supreme. It had powered a quaint 
saloon car round Africa and Australia – 
and many other places. It had powered 
a revolutionary farm tractor adding mil-
lions of pounds to British foreign ex-
change reserves and it had put a sports 
car most convincingly on the world 
map.But by no stretch of the imagina-
tion could it ever be regarded as a so-
phisticated power unit. It was ‘lumpy,’ 
it was rough. It was never designed to 
rev long and hard because its key attri-
bute was high torque at low revs. Even 
so, if you did s_t_r_e_t_c_h its revs, it 
left you in no doubt that things were 
more than busy, and it wasn’t too keen 
to receive this sort of treatment.But that 
was all part of its charm. It was seem-
ingly unburstable. 
 You could abuse it, fl og it, ne-
glect it – and like a faithful dog it still 
kept coming home for more. It is unde-
niably one of the landmark engines of 
the British motor industry of the twen-
tieth century because of its delightful 
simplicity and the noise it makes. The 
author has a profound respect for the 
abuse it can absorb and this introduces 

the fi rst story.

 As a young salesman in Stan-
dard-Triumph’s London showroom 
in the late 1960’s, an American tour-
ist walked in one day asking about the 
possibility of buying the very recently 
announced TR250. He was in Europe 
for the winter, intended to do some ski-
ing and wanted a car – now! It took 
some time to explain – and even lon-
ger for him to understand that it wasn’t 
quite the same as ‘back home’ in that 
we just ‘screwed on the licence tags’ 
and he drove off into the blue yonder. If 
he wanted a TR250 in Triumph Racing 
Green (Conifer) with hardtop and Sur-
rey top, overdrive, wire wheels and all 
the rest, he’d have to wait eight weeks. 
This was the normal delivery lead time. 
“I’ll be back home by then,” he wailed, 
“I’ve just gotta have a Triumph sooner 
than that!” There was only one way out. 
Did we possibly have a US spec TR4A 
in export stock that could be diverted? 
 We did! The only thing was 
it didn’t have an overdrive - but in all 
other respects it met his needs. He paid 
in full and kept me under a lot of pres-
sure to get it delivered with the mini-
mum delay. A few days later, I received 
a call from Dave Frost at our London 
Delivery Centre.“John? We’ve just re-
ceived the Conifer 4A hardtop for Mr 
X.”“Fantastic. He’s desperate for it. 
Any chance for tomorrow?” “No way, 
mate. 
 The delivery driver who’d just 
brought it down from Honeybourne 
(the vehicle transit park 100 miles 
north of London near Evesham) did 

Wet Liner Four  - Part IV
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the trip with no coolant! When she got 
here, she said there was a funny smell. 
She wasn’t joking. Bloody fried every-
thing! Lifted the bonnet and found the 
core plugs had blown out and there was 
no anti-freeze tag round the rad fi ller. 
Those stupid ********* at Honey-
bourne hadn’t put in any Bluecol and 
that frost last week did for it.”
 My heart sank. “How long, 
Dave?” “Dunno, mate. Who knows 
what state the mains and ends are in? 
We’re going to pull the head and see 
if the pistons have picked up on the 
bores, ‘n if they have, we’ll throw a 
new lump at it. Trouble is, we haven’t 
got one till the middle of next week.” 
Okay, pull the head and give me a call 
when you’ve done it.” “Righto, mate”
 Two hours later Dave was 
on the phone. “Tell ‘im ‘e can ‘ave it 
tomorrer.” “What damage?” “Gawd 
knows! No sign of the pistons picking 
up. With a wing and a prayer, the mains 
and ends should be OK – and anyway, 
it’s got a warranty if it goes belly up. 
So, we’ll bung in some new core plugs, 
slap on a bit o’ paint where it looks a 
bit scorched, ‘n it’ll be ready tomorrer 
at ten.”
 With many misgivings, I rang 
Mr X and gave him the good news. I 
didn’t give him the not-so-good news. 
He came that afternoon to sign the de-
livery paperwork and was as pleased 
as punch to know he’d soon be at the 
wheel of his new Triumph. As he left, I 
said, “Will you do something for me?” 
“Sure thing.” “When you get home, will 
you send me a note telling me how you 
got on with it? We like to keep in touch 
with our customers if we can.” “Sure 
will, John – and thanks a bunch.”
 I still have his letter that even-
tually reached me three years later!

Dear John, 
A while back, you may remember sell-
ing me a TR4A in London when I really 
wanted a TR250? You got me a car that 
was almost what I’d needed and you 

asked me to let you know how things 
were with it. I can tell you I’ve had to 
sell it – and with the very greatest re-
gret. I’ve been married a year or so 
and our fi rst kid is on the way, so the 
car has to go. 
 After I collected it in London, I 
drove down to Switzerland as fast as I 
could and I never got round to reading 
the instruction book until much later. It 
was only then that I realised I should 
have broken it in. I didn’t. I hounded that 
car all round Europe for two months. I 
managed to scrape another month off 
before leaving for home and decided to 
take it to Africa. I drove down through 
Italy to Sicily and shipped it across to 
Tunisia – mainly because Europe was 
so damned cold and I wanted some 
sun. Drove all along the North African 
coast, went as far as I could through 
the Atlas mountains to the edge of the 
Sahara Desert and then came back 
through Tangier and Gibraltar. I left 
the car I hounded that car all round 
Europe for two months. I managed to 
scrape another month off before leav-
ing for home and decided to take it to 
Africa. I drove down through Italy to 
Sicily and shipped it across to Tunisia – 

mainly because Europe was so damned 
cold and I wanted some sun. Drove all 
along the North African coast, went as 
far as I could through the Atlas moun-
tains to the edge of the Sahara Desert 
and then came back through Tangier 
and Gibraltar. I left the car in France 
and had it shipped back to New York. 
Between getting it back to the States 
and selling it, I’ve done three return 

trips to San Francisco. My wife and I 
spent our honeymoon in it driving to 
the Rockies in Canada – and back and I 
red-lined it all the way, all the time, ev-
ery time. Never once has that car let me 
down, missed a beat or done anything 
it shouldn’t. It had every opportunity to 
do so as it never got the regularity of 
lube jobs that it should have had. One 
day, I’ll sure buy another Triumph.

Best regards

 And then, many years later, in 
May 2000, I organised an 800 mile / 24 
hour Road Run for charity in the UK. 
My own Triumph was a long way off 
its own completed restoration and that 
put the lid on it for its use in the event. 
I happened to be working for the Brit-
ish Motor Industry Heritage Trust at 
the time, in which location lurked two 
TR3A’s. A red one lived in the museum 
– but another one was available under 
very special circumstances. Would this 
charity run be considered a ‘special cir-
cumstance’? 
 It was – just. At the time, all 
cars road-going cars owned by the Mu-
seum were tightly mileage restricted 
but providing I ensured it completed 
only 400 miles of the 800 mile course, 
it was mine for the 24 hours I needed it, 
providing I worked hard to secure ad-
equate Press exposure.
 Well, that was no problem at 
all! Almost forty years to the day after 
it was built, the son of ‘Mr. TR’ (Paul 
Richardson) and I took it on that run. 
On 6th May 2000, only three weeks off 
the 47th Anniversary of the Jabbeke 
Run, two ‘children of Triumph’ set off 

Wet Liner Four  - Part IV
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in a black TR3A (illustrated) and no 
more, no less, did half of the course be-
fore setting off for home. Not only did 
we have a pile of fun and a barrel of 
laughs – but we also had plenty of time 
to think of earlier times when we were 
too young to drive a new sidescreen TR 
ourselves. 
 That was when two much-
loved and greatly missed Dads were 
at the wheel, taking us off to a won-
derland of speed and excitement in a 
classic British sports car that was once 
considered too dangerous to make. 
Two ghosts were undoubtedly perched 
on the rear transmission hump for ev-
ery mile that we travelled – and the car 
bore a special rallyboard. In its guise 
for the event, it was nothing but an of-
fi cial ‘Works’ entry – and it proclaimed 
this with pride. It was the oldest car 
in the event, it raised the most money 
($1650) and it was undoubtedly one of 
the happier experiences of my life.
 I think it always will be – be-
cause my most endearing memory is 
driving in the wee small hours, with 
Paul asleep at my side and that agony 
of pain at the base of my spine that 
comes as standard (or should) in any 
sidescreen TR. Two 45/40 watt head-
lights (bulbs, not sealed beams or halo-
gens) gently probed the darkness. The 
instrument lighting cast an eerie glow 
through dusty lenses and the ‘inimi-

table’ sound of that wet liner four with 
its SU’s gently or stridently hissing 
through the Cooper pancakes, echoed 
off the walls of the houses and build-
ings as we passed. 
 The massive steering wheel 
only inches from my chest, a hand-
brake against my left leg that made the 
driving position almost agonising af-
ter two hours at the wheel and a spiky 
little gear lever that was just where it 
should be, only further confi rmed we 
were seated together, close coupled - in 
a TR.  A real TR.!
 A TR of the type that had made 
motoring and competition history so 
many times. A TR that talked to you 
through your hands, your feet, your 
bottom and your gritted teeth behind 
the permanent smile that played across 
your face. A TR powered by a lugu-
brious, growly, rough, lumpy, bloody-
minded wet liner four pot that doesn’t 

like being revved.
 Hell, paradise don’t come 
much better – and if God has a driving 
licence, I’m willing to bet that when-
ever He opens His garage door the fi rst 
thing each morning, all He sees is MVC 
575, the car that started it all - and with 
all the plug leads fi rmly attached!
 I am greatly indebted to my 
close friend and former Standard-Tri-
umph colleague, Paul Richardson for 
his unstinting help in researching this 
article. The extensive Richardson Ar-
chive, compiled by his late father, Ken 
Richardson, that comprises a substan-
tial photographic library of factory and 
private photographs, handwritten notes, 
a plethora of taped recorded interviews 
with many former factory people who 
are mostly now dead - and many re-
ports on the early development of the 
‘sidescreen TR’ were invaluable in as-
sembling this material. To all this data, 
I was able to add similar notes, reports 
and anecdotes written by my own late 
Father who worked so closely with Ken 
Richardson – and my own many happy 
memories of my own TR4A and life in 
Standard-Triumph before it all became 
history.

Best regards
John Macartney

Wet Liner Four  - Part IV
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Transmission Rebild Clinic

SYNCHO SYMPOSIUM
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY SUDS

On a March day that saw the 
temperatures in Anchorage exceed 

those at O’Hare by 15 degrees, a hearty 
band of ISOA gearheads refused to let a 
little thing like cold weather dissuade them 
from pulling wrenches at Pyle’s “ISOA’s 
home away from home.” Besides, we had 
it on good authority that Sheri had paid the 
heat bill for March. More than two dozen 
club members either stopped by or stayed 
the course while Dr. Billy, aided by his grad 
assistant Denny Cappetto, disassembled, 

cleaned, repaired 
and reassembled 
several Triumph 
t r a n s m i s s i o n s 
and/or overdrives, 
including that of 
your humble and 
obedient scribe. 
The fun began 
around 7:00 AM 

when the troops started to arrive. After 
coffee and chit chat in Bill & Sherri’s 
kitchen, the group headed out to the garage 
to commence wrenching. Jim Chodak 
had brought an “A” type overdrive, as 
had yours truly, while Phil Fox worked 
on a TR6 gearbox. Kim Casper who had 

clandestinely crossed the border from 
Chedder Country, smuggled with him a 
Spitfi re OD trans. Billy had set up three 
“stations” in his garage and while each 
owner stayed at his assigned bench, Billy 
made the rounds, pointing out which tools 
to use and how to conduct the necessary 
and proper procedures for whatever task 
was at hand. 
 By my reckoning, this was the 
seventh year that ISOA has held this 
particular clinic and it almost looked like 
we knew what we were doing. Due to my 

feeble back [and my even feebler grasp 
of the subject], I basically stood by while 
Denny assumed the role of chief mechanic 
on my OD. I had bought the thing from I guy 
I met in a bar at TRA in Auburn a couple of 
years ago. My intention was to install it last 
winter, but that wasn’t destined to happen. 
It was just as well, however, since Billy 
had diagnosed the OD as “f**ked up,” or 
as our cousins on the east side of the pond 

might say, 
“knackered.” 
We took it 
apart, cleaned 
out forty 
years worth 
of gunk, 
installed new 
pistons, o-
rings, gaskets, 
s o l e n o i d , 
lubed all 

the moving, and is some cases, stationary 
parts, and reassembled it. There are some 
tricky aspects to the assembly process, 
but fortunately Billy and Denny had both 
“been there, done that” so things proceeded 
relatively smoothly, with only a few 
instance of having to retrace our steps.

 Meanwhile, on the other bench, 
things weren’t going so well for Jim. 
It seems the cage that holds the roller 
bearings inside his OD was trashed and 
that appeared to be the one part Billy did 
not have in reserve. At the same time, Phil 
was replacing various and sundry bearings 
and synchros on his trans, in at least once 
case, twice, but you’ll have to come to the 
April meeting to hear all about that.
 We broke around noon for pizza 
and beverages served up by the lovely and 
talented Mrs. Whizmo, AKA Big Mama, 
for a little rest before returning to the shop 
for the afternoon shift. Jim and I were Done, 

at least for
the day, 
and Phil 
was just 
f in i sh ing 
up around 
two when 
most of 
us called 

it a day. My personal thanks to Billy and 
Denny for all of their help in rebuilding 
my OD, along with my gratitude to Kim 
Casper, Greg Hetzel, Tim Buja, and Greg 
Heidrich for their hard work. As if the 
other clinics hosted by the Pyle’s weren’t 
evidence enough that as a club we are 
indeed fortunate to have them as active 
members in ISOA, this was further proof.

Pictured: top left Pictured: top left Pictured: top left [l-r][l-r]; Phil Fox, Dan Jungels, Mike Mueller, and Tim Smith preparing tranny teardown, bottom left: ; Phil Fox, Dan Jungels, Mike Mueller, and Tim Smith preparing tranny teardown, bottom left: 
Denny Cappetto washing parts, above center; alligning OD planet[aries]; note number of hands required for this op-

eration, bottom center: Bill Pyle and Phil Fox pressing bearings, top right: Bill and Phil installing gearshaft, center right, 
Streepy’s overdrive after cleanup, bottom right; lunchtimeStreepy’s overdrive after cleanup, bottom right; lunchtime
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March 6th ISOA General 
Meeting Notes, 

[In Case You Missed It]

Mack’s Golden Pheasant welcomed 
more than 50 ISOA members, three of 

whom drove in Triumph, [plus one Healy] 
on Sunday March 6th 2005. Alan Avery of 
prospect Heights, who owns a TR3A, made 
his ISOA debut at the meeting and was the 
only fi rst timer in attendance. President Joe 
“Stagmeister” Pawlak got the meeting under 
way at precisely 7:13 [7:00 offi cial ISOA 
time]. Tim “Toolman” Buja discussed some 
the latest preparations made for the national 
VTR. Time encouraged those in attendance 
to register early as rooms at the Clock Tower 
are fi lling fast. He also modeled the just 
approved offi cial ISOA convention worker 
shirt, sure to become a fashion classic. These 
are available only to ISOA members at cost 
for $15.00.
 Jack “Spuds” Billimack recapped 
some of the recent club events form the past 
month. Among other things, Jack described 
the Bowling Night held at the Hampshire 
Lanes in February and the DuPage Swap 
Meet, described in more detail in a separate 
article in this issue of the newsletter. While 
we were on the subject of the bowling 
night, Sheri and Joe both reminded club 
members of the importance of informing 
an event organizer of any change in plans 
after you have signed up for an activity. In 
the case of the bowling event, we had more 
than 50 people sign up, but only 24 attend. 
The bowling alley proprietors turned away 
considerable business in order to accommo-
date us and consequently lost some income. 
Needless to say, they were not pleased that 
we failed to provide the numbers we had 
pledged and at this point in time the bowl-
ing night as a future event is in jeopardy. In 
other words, if you sign up for an event and 
you can’t make it, call and let us know. 
 Jack outlined the up coming events 
beginning with the transmission clinic held 
at Pyle’s on March 19th and the yearly Chili 
Fest hosted by the Buja’s on March 26 at 
their home in Rockford. He also discussed 
the annual tune-up clinic, also to be held at 
Pyle’s on April 23rd. and the United Classic 
Motors spring British Car event in Naper-
ville. Denny Capetto volunteered [?] to be 
the “point” man for the spring campout at 
Black Hawk Farms, and Jack also asked 

members to inform him of any local 
“cruise nights” that held any kind of 
British Car feature during the summer 
months. 
 Following the break, nomi-
nations were placed for the Peter M. 
Roberts and the Boomer Awards. The 
Boomer nominations were limited to Bill 
Pyle for arriving early at the club table 
at the swap meet [good] but forgetting 
to bring any of the club promotional 
material that he was responsible for 
[bad]. Whizmo now has temporary 
custody of the accolade. Paul Watts 
nominated Bill for the Peter M. Rob-
erts for providing a speedometer drive; 
Dennis Delap nominated Joe Pawlak 
for his expertise in conducting the rear 
end clinic, hence earning a new alternate 
nickname [assman]. Your humble and 
obedient scribe nominated Ken Kedzie 
for his generous donation of two bags 
of British car magazines to be cannibal-
ized and, in all probability, plagiarized 
in this publication. The complimentary 
beverage was presented to Joe. 

 Jack provided a brief update 
on his ongoing Herald project, Jack also 
reminded members to inform Tim Buja  
[toolman@snic-braaapp.org] of any 
email address changes. Doug Campbell 
announced he had a ’57 TR3 parts car 
for sale and Tim asked for the dona-
tion of any “used” wiring harness to be 
offered up as sacrifi cial lambs at the VTR 
electrical clinic. [He assured those in 
attendance that would be returned after 
the exorcism of evil spirits.] With apolo-
gies for any unin-
tentional errors or 
omissions, your 
humble and obe-
dient scribe- 

Suds  

ISOA TECHNICAL 
EXSPURTS

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
 630/773 4806

TR4  Pat “PowerBuldge” 
 Lobdell
 219/942 1263

TR4A Steve “Drippy” Yott
 847/249 1723

TR250 Tim “Yacker” Smith 
 630/428 2620

TR6 Early Jeff “Stalker” Rust
 815/874 5623

TR6 Late Irv “Elwood” Korey
 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662 7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332 3119

Spitfi re - open 
 (Early)
Spitfi re - Steve “Sniffy” Yezo
 (Late) 847/855 9482

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847/9375078

Stag open

General Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
Tech-Weenie 630/773 4806

Machinist Bob Crowley 
 630/355 2170

KeyMaster Bob “Senile” Donile
 630/837 3721
 
Electrical open
Paint, Body, 

 Meeting Notes

 Jack provided a brief update 
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Coming in the May Snic Braaapp.Coming in the May Snic Braaapp.

Prewar Triumph Series, Part One
Caravaning Guidelines

Modern Tyres for your Triumph
Lots of other stuff

Membership Miscellany

Illinois Sports Owners Association

The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is 
an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to 

the enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH 
cars.  Monthly meetings are held at Mack’s 
Golden Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 
in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), 
on the fi rst Sunday of every month (unless 
otherwise announced).  Meeting time is 7:00 
PM (roughly), but come early and have a beer 
and share some TRIUMPH BS with your 
fellow enthusiasts.  

The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month, at Bill & Sheri’s 
house at 320 Linden St. in Itasca, at 4:30 PM.  EveryoneEveryone is welcome to attend. 

Newsletter Submissions: SNIC-BRAAAPP is published monthly and ISOA paid up members should receive it before the fi rst 
membership meeting of the month. Submissions received by the 10th of the month will appear in the next newsletter.  
Submissions received later may be held until the following month. Late submission, accompanied by a large gratuity [or 
plausible threat] are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. Submissions can be either “electronic” or good old fashioned 
paper. All photos and disks will be returned upon request. We prefer that electronic submissions be PC format, preferably 
MS Word. We  try to make it as easy as possible to get your submissions included in this publication. Decisions of the editor 
are fi nal, maybe.

Bob Streepy 850 Kent Circle Barlett, IL 60103 email: editor@snic-braaapp.org or trstreep@sbcglobal.net

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Get a free birthday drink if you attend 
the general meeting (birthday must 
be on fi le with membership-chair).

Sue Lee 04/03
Stacy McReynolds 04/07

Tim Mantel 04/08
Larry Nolan 04/08

Chuck Montague 04/08
Mark Fisher 04/11
Chris Gill 04/18

Kevin Boylan 04/20
Irv Korey 04/22
Ed Elzy 04/23

Lars Sullivan 04/25
Chris Smit 04/26

Nancy Cantwell 04/26
Tim Buja 04/27

Chuck Price 04/27
Ed Krakowiak 04/28

Jerry Hurst 04/29
Dave Shedor 04/30

Membership CountsMembership Counts
111 current memberships

167 current members

2005 ISOA OFFICERS

President &  Joe “Stagmeister” 
Newsletter Pawlak 
Publisher         847/683-4184
 stagfi re@elnet.com

 Vice President Mike “Toofus” Mueller
 630/860-9118 
 greenjet3@aol.com

Treasurer Sheri “Big Mama” Pyle 
 630/773-4806
 sherip@ix.netcom.com

Secretary/ Bob / Bob / ”Suds” Streepy
Newsletter 630/372-7565
Editor trstreep@sbcglobal.net
  
Events Jack "Spuds" Billimack 
 815/459-4721
 jbillimack@aol.com

Membership/ Tim “Tool Man” Buja 
Webmaster 815/332-3119

buja@insightbb.com

Motorsports/ Irv “Elwood” Korey 
Curmudgeon 847/831-2809
 emanteno@comcast.net 

Meeting Stuff Pete “Peetso” Eckstein
 peetso@aol.com

Tech Editor Erik “Iceman”
 Quackenbush
 847/482-1673
 erik@midwestfi lter.com erik@midwestfi lter.com

NEW MEMBER
Alan Avery

905 W Wildwood Dr
Prospect Heights, IL  60070-1119

H:(847) 419-0411
EMAIL: gtbw@comcast.net

Birthday 03/18
62 TR3
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Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from members 
who wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club 
members for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that 
we deem of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept advertising from commercial 
enterprises – even if those businesses are owned or operated by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an 
event which we feel might be of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this 
newsletter, its editors, and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, 
any commercial entity doing business in the Triumph-related domain.

For Sale: 1971 TR-6 and 1967 Triumph 2000.  These are Texas 
and Calf. cars respectively. Phone 817-431-9205.
Joe McCabe. AlfaJCar@aol.com  [3/05]

For Sale: Nice rolling frame completely redone and coated with 
Imeron $1000  call Bob 815-398-3044 cell 815-218-1260  [3/05]

For Sale: 10 X 20 Freestanding canopy. Red & White, no rips, tears 
or stains. Includes all 1” conduit steel framing. $25. Used Spitfi re/
GT6 parts: One 1500 bare block $20. One 1147 (??) bare block #  
$20.. Used windshields for Mk4/1500 $5 each. Three rail gearbox
$20. GT 6 Mk3 Hatch with heating wires $10. 2 Rear springs for 
Mk4 /1500 $5 each. Kim Casper 262-878-2337 or kimcasper@wi.
rr.com [3/05]

For Sale: 1970 Spitfi re MK IV Die-Cast 1:18  Sun Star model. Black 
w/tan interior. New in the box $20.00. Bob Streepy 630/372-7565; 
trstreep@sbcglobal.net*  [3/05]

For Sale: Four wire wheels, painted, 72 spoke,  with hubs.  Off of 
a 72 TR6.  Good condition, straight, no rust.  $ 350.00 OBO.
 Doug Larson 815 / 370-0065  [4/05]

For Sale: 1957 TR3 Complete except for fenders, but in parts. 
Misc. extra parts from 2nd car included. $600.00 Doug Campbell 
708/485-6722  demmgood@aol.com  [4/05]

Wanted:  Used wiring harness for Tech demo at VTR. Tim Buja ph. 
815332-3119; buja@insightbb.com [4/05]

Don’t forget to reset your Don’t forget to reset your 
clock this month!

Classifi eds & General Information

Maybe the “hombre” on the left don’t need no Maybe the “hombre” on the left don’t need no Maybe the “hombre” on the left don’t need no 
stinkin’ badges, but you do. These ISOA bumper 

badges are only $10.00 and are available from club 
treasurer Sheri Pyle at club meetings 

Help Wanted!!Help Wanted!!
Your newsletter needs you! If you  plan Your newsletter needs you! If you  plan Yto attend the VTR convention [and you Yto attend the VTR convention [and you Y
should!], we want your help. We need mem-
bers to attend the various activities that will 
be occurring simultaneously at the conven-
tion and write a brief report on the event. We 
would like 3 or 4 paragraphs and some digital 
photos of each activity to publish in the Au-photos of each activity to publish in the Au-
gust “VTR Special Edition” Snic Braaapp 
and we can’t cover all of the activities without 
some assistance. If you can help out, please 
notify Bob Streepy at 630/372-7565 or email 
trstreep@sbcglobal.net [note new address] No 
experience necessary. Excellent working con-
ditions and fantastic fringe benefi ts [you get to 
hang around Triumphs and Triumph people]. 
Base salary plus commission commensurate 
to 50% of editor’s salary, plus opportunity for 
advancement. See your byline featured on the 
pages of this prestigious publication! [The pages of this prestigious publication! [The 
fi sh around which it is often wrapped and fi sh around which it is often wrapped and 
birds, whose cages are lined with it, will be 

impressed.]
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ISOA ON THE INTERNET
You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site. http://www.snic-braaapp.org To 

subscribe  to the ISOA electronic mailing, list editor@snic-braaapp.org
ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO

The name and password are case sensirive. This is information for ISOA member[s] only

VTR Convention Information
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The Rear View Mirror- Origin of British Leyland Origin of British Leyland Origin of code-name “Wedge” for the TR7/8 
source: The Manteno Archives

c/o Bob Streepyc/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle850 Kent Circle

Bartlett, IL 60103Bartlett, IL 60103


